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Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's review of the specification, d 
and drawings. In Hght of the above amendments and following remarks. Applicants; 
respectfully request reconsideration of the present application. The amendments 
presented herein arc fully supported by Ihc application. No new matter has been 
STATU S OF THE CLAIMS : 

Claims 2-10 and 13-51 are pending in the application. Claims 2-6, 9, |10, 13 
28> 31-33, and 37-46, are withdrawn from consideration. 
CLAIM REJECTIONS UND ER 35 U.S.C. i< 102: 

'llic Examiner rejects Claims 1 , 7, 1 1,12, 29, 30, 34-36, and 47-49, 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,105,076 to Simmons ct al 

Although the Applicimts have cancelled Claims 1, 1 1, and 12, Applic^ts do 
not acquiesce in their rejection of tliese claims and instead cancel these claims 
prejudice to pursue these claims and other similar claims in a continuation applicatii 
With respect to Claim 7, Claim 7 has been amended to depend from 
which has now been rewritten in independent tbrnr Therefore, the rejection of this 
be addressed in reference to Claim 47 below. 

Claim 29 has been amended to more clearly defme Applicants' 

which now calls for: 

29. (Currently Amended) A concealed sprhakler head comprising: 
a sprinkler body having a ecntral orifice with an 

inlet and an outlet, said inlet configured for attachment to a fire 

extinguishing fluid supply line; 

a deflector movably mounted to said spnnkler body; 
a scaling assembly for sealing said outlet; 


; witho Jt 


tic n 


invcr tion 


q:iaim47. 
ilaim will 


I 


oidsn:oi 


Nil wGiiiteQ mpg m tim mm < mmm > uioji m\m 


Applicants 
Serial No. 
Page 


James G. Retzloff and Scott T. Franson 
09/809,454 
6 

a thenniilly sensitive trigger aRsembiy configured lo 
rcleasubly urge said sealing assembly into sealing engagement with 
said outlet; 

a housing attached to said sprinkler body and 
having a bottom extending beyond said outlet, said thermally 
sensitive trigger assembly positioned between said outlet and said 
bottom of said housing; and 

a cover plate removably mounted to said bottom of 
said housing, said cover plate having a planar p ortion and a 
periphery, wherein at Least a section of said periphery projects 
outwardiv from said nlanar portion awav from sa id sprinkler body 
to thereby form i s fonn e d -WHth at least one passageway section 
configured to enable air to travel between said passageway section 
and said bottom of said housinc; and towards said theimally 
sensitive trigger assembly. 
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Applicants respectfully submit that Simons ct al, do not disclose or sujggest the 
claimed combination. For example, Simons et al. do not disclose or suggest a 
sprinkler head that includes a cover plate that is removably mounted lo the bottom 
housing of the sprinkler body, with the cover plaic having a planar portion and a pcrjphery 
which extends around a planar portion, v/hcrcLn at least a section of the periphery projects 
outwardly from the planar portion away from the sprinkler body to thereby form at 1 
passageway section to enable air to travel between the passageway section and the 
the housing of the sprinkler body. 

In contrast, Simons et al. disclose a sprinkler head cover that has a generally 
flat body and, therefore, docs not disclose or suggest the claimed combination. 

With reference lo Claim 30, Claim 30 further calls for the passagew 
to project radially outward Iiom the bottom of the housing. Applicants respectfully 
this is neithei- disclosed nor suggested by Simons ct al. 

With Tcference to Claim 35, Claim 35 has been rewritten in in 
Applicants respectfully submit that Simons el al. do not disclose or suggest the c 
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combiaacion. For example, Simon et al. does not disclose or suggest a concealed spr 
head thai includes a cover plate that is formed with at least one undulation defining ajridge 
along the periphery of ihe cover plate, with the ridge defining at least one passagewa / 
section. 

With respect to Claim 36, Apphcants respectfully submit that Simon 4t at- do 
not disclose or suggest a cover plate having a plurality of undulations placed in 
relation. 

In addition, with reference to new Claim 5 1 , which depends form Cla 
Claiin 5 1 further calls for the plurality of undulations to be placed in a radial spaced 
Applicants respectfully submit, this is neither taught nor suggested by Simons et al. 
in combination with any other reference of record. 

With respect to Claim 47, as noted above, Claim 47 has been rewrittcji 
independent form. Applicants respectfully submit that Simon ct al. do not disclose 
the claimed combination. For example, Simon et al., as noted above in reference to 
35, do not disclose or suggest a concealed sprinkler head with a cover plate that 
least one undulation formed therein, with the undulation forming at least one passa^way 
section to enable air to travel through the passageway defmed thereby and towards 
themudly sensitive trigger assembly of the concealed sprinkler head. 

In reference to Claims 48, 49, and new Claim 50, Applicants res 
submit that Simon et al. do not disclose or suggest the claimed combinations for at 
reasons noted above in reference to Claims 36 and 51. 
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CLAIM REJF-CTIQNS UN HRl^ 35 IJ.S.C 6 103: 

The Examiner rejects Claim 8 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) an being unp4cntable 

over Simmons ct aU 

Claim 8 ultimately depends from Claim 47, which has been rewritten 
independent form. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit, that Claim 8 is simi 
patentably distinguishable over Simons ct al. for at least the reasons set forth above 
reference to Claim 47 and Claim 7. 

Accordingly, in light of the above ametidmenU and remarks, Applicc^ts 
respectfully request reconsideration oflhc present application and allowance of all 
namely Claims 7, 8. 29. 30, 34-36. and 47-51. 

Should the Examiner have any questions or cxjmmcnts, the Examiner jis 
to contact the undersigned at (616) 975-5506. An early and favorable action on the 
respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES G, RETZLOFF AND 
SCOTT T. FRANSON 

By: Van Dyke, Gardner, Linn and Burkhart, I LP 
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Date: ^Jj^r/ H .2003. 


Catlierine S. Collins 
Registration No. 37 599 
2851 Charlevobc Drive, S.E. 
I'.O. Box 888695 
Grand Riipids, MI 49546-8695 
(616) 975-5500 
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